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For with you is the fountain of life; 
in your light do we see light.

Psalm 36:9
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TITLE
Hebrew משלי Proverbs of

Greek ΠΑΡΟΙΜΙΑΙ Proverbs

Latin
LIBER 

PROVERBIORUM
Book of Proverbs



PURPOSE

God is worthy of all trust in all circumstances. 

To call God’s covenant people, from youth to adulthood, to develop discernment, 
discipline, and devotion in every dimension of everyday life to glorify God and enjoy 
Him in the midst of a sinful world.
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“
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on 

your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make straight your paths.

PROVERBS 3:5-6
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The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.

PROVERBS 1:7
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COMMENDATION COUNSEL COMPARISONS

Purpose A Father’s 
Exhortation

First Collection
(Solomon)

Second Collection
(Solomon)

Wisdom Applied
(Agur & Lemuel)

1:1 – 1:7 1:8 – 9:18 10 – 24 15 – 29 30 – 31

Prologue Principles of Wisdom Epilogue

c. 971 – 686 BC

STRUCTURE



MAJOR THEMES



MAJOR THEMES

1. The God of the Proverbs

a) God is Sovereign (16:1, 4, 9, 33; 19:21; 20:24; 21:1)

b) God is Man’s Maker (20:12)

c) God is Man’s Blesser (12:22; 16:7)

d) God is Man’s Judge (16:5; 20:27; 21:2; 24:11-12)



MAJOR THEMES

2. Man Before God

a) Man is a Rebel (19:3; 20:9)

b) Man needs to Trust God (15:33; 16:6, 20)

c) All Men are the same before God (22:2; 29:13)



MAJOR THEMES

3. The Personal Conduct of Man

a) Diligence (10:4; 12:11; 16:26; 27:23-27)

b) Speech (10:21; 12:25; 15:23; 20:19; 29:20)

c) Humility (11:2; 12:9; 16:19)

d) Control of Temper (12:16; 14:29; 17:14; 22:24-25)

e) Joy (14:10; 15:13, 15; 25:20; 27:9)



MAJOR THEMES

4. Man in Society

a) Family Life

• Wives (12:4; 18:22; 19:14; 21:9, 19; 25:24)

• Discipline of Children (22:6, 15; 23:13-14; 29:15, 17)

b) Kings (14:28, 35; 25:4-5; 28:2; 29:4)

c) Neighbors (11:9; 14:21; 25:17)

d) Money (22:7; 23:4-5; 11:24-26; 14:21; 28:11)



ATTRIBUTE/ACTION OF  GOD DEUTERONOMY LATTER PROPHETS PROVERBS

Creator of the Cosmos 10:14 Is 40:21-22 3:19-20

Creator of Mankind 4:32 Is 42:5 14:31; 29:13

Will Avenge Wrong 32:35, 40-41 Nah 1:2 25:21-22

Knows Man’s Ways 23:14 Jer. 16:17 5:21; 15:3

The Sovereign Lord Directing History
4:19; 29:4, 6 Is. 45:1-13 16:1-9, 33;

19:21; 20:24

Withholding/Giving Rain/Plenty 11:13-17 Hag. 1:10-11 3:9-10

Disciplines His Children 8:5 Is. 1:4-6 3:11-12

Answers Prayer 4:29-31 Is. 56:7 15:8, 29

Merciful 4:31; 30:8 Is. 63:7 28:13

Wise 4:26 Is. 11:2-3; 31:2 8:22-31

Delights in Justice/Hates Iniquity 10:17 Is. 1:16-17 11:1; 17:15



NATURE OF THE PROVERBS
HOW ARE THE PROVERBS TO BE TAKEN? 



NATURE OF THE PROVERBS

1. Inflexible, absolute principles

Train up a child in the way he should go; 
even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

(22:6)



NATURE OF THE PROVERBS

1. Inflexible, absolute principles

2. Expressions of general, though not exhaustive, truth

Answer not a fool according to his folly, 
lest you be like him yourself. 

Answer a fool according to his folly, 
lest he be wise in his own eyes.

(26:4-5)



NATURE OF THE PROVERBS

1. Inflexible, absolute principles

2. Expressions of general, though not exhaustive, truth

3. Part of the whole



PARALLELISMS



• Synonymous

• Antithetical

• Synthetical

• Comparative

• Emblematic

• Formal

PARALLELISM



• Synonymous

A                  B
Pride goes before destruction, 

and 

a haughty spirit before a fall.
A’                        B’

(16:18)

PARALLELISM



• Antithetical

The integrity of the upright guides them, 

but 

the crookedness of the treacherous destroys them.        

(11:3)

PARALLELISM



• Synthetical

A

The one who conceals hatred has lying lips, 

and 

whoever utters slander is a fool.

B

(10:18)

PARALLELISM



• Comparative

Like 

cold water to a thirsty soul, 

so is 

good news from a far country.

(25:25)

PARALLELISM



• Emblematic

A continual dripping on a rainy day 

and 

a quarrelsome wife are alike

(27:15)

PARALLELISM



• Formal

The hearing ear 

and 

the seeing eye, 

the LORD has made them both.

(20:12)

PARALLELISM
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