


THE NATURE OF CONFLICT



The Nature of Conflict

1. The “Spark”

2. The “Gasoline”

3. The “Fire”



GOSPEL-CENTERED 
RELATIONSHIPS



Gospel-Centered Relationships

1. The Gospel makes peace possible

2. The Gospel is more than something to believe

3. The Gospel is to be lived in our relationships



RELATIONSHIPS 
MATTER MORE











Psalm 38:3



Proverbs 3:1–2



Jeremiah 16:5



Psalm 85:8



Galatians 5:22–23



Romans 8:6



2 Peter 3:14



1 Thessalonians 5:23



Hebrews 13:20–21



Ezekiel 34:25



Isaiah 54:10



Isaiah 9:6



Luke 1:78–79



Luke 2:14



Romans 1:7



Romans 5:1



Colossians 1:19–22



Ephesians 2:14–17



Ephesians 4:1–3



John 14:27



John 16:31–33



Romans 14:19



Responding to Conflict





Escape Responses

1. Denial

2. Flight



Attack Responses

1. Blame

2. Assault



Psalm 103:10–11



1 Timothy 2:5



Romans 5:10





Christ-Centered Responses

G1 – Glorify God
How can I glorify God in this situation?

G2 – Get the Log Out
How can I own my part of this conflict?

G3 – Gently Restore
How can I help others own their part?

G4 – Go and Be Reconciled
How can I forgive?



Challenge

• Identify which of the slippery slope responses 
you are most likely to resort to in a conflict.

•Commit to pray for change in your heart.

•Actively seek to interrupt your response reflex 
and choose a God-honoring response.

•Commit to think more relationally.


