


The Nature of Conflict



Who are Peacemakers?

Peacemakers are people who breathe grace. They 
draw continually on the goodness and power of Jesus 
Christ. Then they bring His love, mercy, forgiveness, 
strength, and wisdom to the conflicts of daily life. God 
delights in breathing His grace through peacemakers 
and in using them to dissipate anger, improve 
understanding, promote justice, and encourage 
repentance and reconciliation.



What is Conflict?

Our English word ‘conflict’ comes from a Latin 
compound that means “to strike together” (con –
together + flīgĕre – to strike).

DEFINITION: Conflict is when two parties set 
themselves against one another sinfully.



The “Spark”



What Sparks Conflict?

1. Diversity

2. Miscommunication

3. Misunderstanding

4. Expectations



The “Gasoline”



James 4:1–3



Progression of an Idol

1. I DESIRE

2. I DEMAND



Check Your Desires

•What am I preoccupied with? 

•What is the first thing on my mind in the morning 
and the last thing on my mind at night? 

•How would I answer the question: “If only ______, 
then I would be happy, fulfilled, and secure”?

•What do I want to preserve or to avoid at all costs?



Check Your Desires

•Where do I put my trust? 

•What do I fear? 

•When a certain desire is not met, do I feel frustration, 
anxiety, resentment, bitterness, anger, or depression? 

• Is there something I desire so much that I am willing 
to disappoint or hurt others in order to have it?



Progression of an Idol

1. I DESIRE

2. I DEMAND

3. I JUDGE

4. I PUNISH



Ways We Punish

• Acting cold, unresponsive, uninterested
• Withholding affection or physical contact
• Acting sad or gloomy
• Refusing to look at the other person in the eyes
• Fits of anger
• Manipulation: giving to get (contrasted to love: giving to give) 
• Controlling, threatening
• Abandoning the relationship
• Our sinful anger is the wrath of the god of self



Proverbs 28:25



Proverbs 13:10



Philippians 2:3–4



1 Corinthians 13:4–5



1 Corinthians 10:24



Mark 7:21–23



The “Fire”



The Destructive Effects of Conflict

•Thousands of people, including Christians, leave 
their jobs, neighborhoods, and friends every year 
due to unresolved conflict, with many people left 
hurting and scarred on all sides.
•Parents are estranged from children and 
extended family. They dread Christmas or other 
family gatherings because of all the unresolved 
conflict.



The Destructive Effects of Conflict

•Families are shattered and broken by divorce 
because of an inability or unwillingness to 
reconcile. 

•People hate going to work and lose a huge 
amount of productivity because of conflict and 
the fear of dealing with it. 



The Destructive Effects of Conflict

•Seemingly low-level conflict (e.g., gossip, 
complaining, judging, and unforgiveness) causes 
discouragement and drains the energy out of a 
workplace or family. 

•People are left in despair—hurt, lonely, angry and 
hopeless, believing there’s nowhere to turn.



The HOPE



Resolving Conflict

A. The Gospel

B. The Christ Distinctive

C. Applying the Gospel



John 13:35



John 17:23



Ephesians 4:32



Christ is our Peace



Ephesians 4:1–3



Romans 12:18



Romans 14:19



Romans 15:13



Romans 15:33



Romans 16:20



2 Corinthians 13:11



Galatians 5:22



Ephesians 2:14



Colossians 3:15



Hebrews 12:14



James 3:17–18



1 Peter 3:10–11



Matthew 5:9




