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Nearly every Christian I have spoken with has some idea
that eternity is an unending church service. ... We have
settled on an image of the never-ending sing-along in the
sky, one great hymn after another, forever and ever,
amen. And our heart sinks. Forever and ever? That'’s it?
That's the good news? And then we sigh and feel guilty
that we are not more ‘spiritual.” We lose heart, and we
turn once more to the present to find what life we can.
JOHN ELDREDGE



Most of us find it very difficult to want '"Heaven' at all—
except in so far as 'Heaven' means meeting again our
friends who have died. One reason for this difficulty is
that we have not been trained: our whole education
tends to fix our minds on this world. Another reason is
that when the real want for Heaven is present in us, we

do not recognize it.
C. S. Lewis

_
.



Labor to get a sense of the vanity of this world and labor
to be much acquainted with heaven.

JONATHAN EDWARDS




If you read history you will find that the Christians who
did the most for the present world were precisely those
who thought most of the next. The Apostles themselves,
who set on foot the conversion of the Roman Empire, the
great men who built up the Middle Ages, the English
Evangelicals who abolished the Slave Trade, all left their
mark on Earth, precisely because their minds were
occupied with Heaven. It is since Christians have largely
ceased to think of the other world that they have become
so ineffective in this. Aim at Heaven and you will get
earth ‘thrown in’: aim at earth and you will get neither.

C. S. Lewis



[t becomes us to spend this life only as a journey toward
heaven ... to which we should subordinate all other
concerns of life. Why should we labor for or set our
hearts on anything else, but that which is our proper end
and true happiness?

JONATHAN EDWARDS




Resolved, to endeavor to obtain for myself as much
happiness, in the other world, as I possibly can.

JONATHAN EDWARDS




The man who is about to sail for Australia or New Zealand as a
settler, is naturally anxious to know something about his future
home, its climate, its employments, its inhabitants, its ways, its
customs. All these are subjects of deep interest to him. You are
leaving the land of your nativity, you are going to spend the rest
of your life in a new hemisphere. It would be strange indeed if
you did not desire information about your new abode. Now
surely, if we hope to dwell forever in that “better country, even a
heavenly one,” we ought to seek all the knowledge we can get
about it. Before we go to our eternal home we should try to
become acquainted with it.

J. C. RYLE



